PREFACE
It was therefore necessary, before the work could be offered to
the public, to undertake a certain amount of revision—as little as
possible-—in respect of its form, to complete the references, and to
collate the texts which were cited in the latter.
Wherever the text was complete I have treated it with scrupulous
respect. I have ventured to revise it only where it appeared to be
unfinished, and in this case I have restricted myself, making use
of my father's own notes, to adding the few words which were
needed to make them comprehensible.
The revision and completion of the references was a more delicate
matter. In order to do this effectively my mother and I appealed
to one of my father's most valued pupils, M. F. Vercauteren,
Associate of the Fonds Nationale de la Recherche Scientifique,
and professor in the Universit6 Coioniale of Antwerp. The studifs
to which he has devoted himself have made him one of the most
erudite authorities on the historical sources and die scientific
literature of die early Middle Ages. He granted our request with
the greatest alacrity, and devoted several months to the work of
collating all the texts which have been cited in this volume, and
in verifying and completing the references, I take this opportunity
of expressing our warmest and sincerest thanks.
Just as it stands, in its first draft, this last work of my father's
pen contains his most vital, boldest, and most recent ideas, on
which his mind was actively engaged upon die eve of his death.
It is with confidence that we offer them to the public, dedicating
them to all those who loved him, and who, now that he is no
more, have paid such unanimous homage, not only to the work
which finds its conclusion in the publication of this book, but also
to the man; and they will doubtless feel that he lives again in
these pages, the last he was to write*
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